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TA greateſt 8 are the Names 
Jof ſo many worthy Gentlemen, con- 
ſpicuous and remarkeable for their Leal 
and Affection, their reſolute and unſha- 
18 Firmneſs, their inviolable Adherence 
Iro our Excellent Conſtitution. Who 
i are not afraid to ſtand up in the De- 
| Benet of their King and 2 but 
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Iaty, in ſpight of all thoſe little Arti 


fes, which are ſo generally pradctis d 
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Sey not thou what is the cauſe that the 
former Days were better than theſe; 


i thou doſt not enquire wiſe © « concern 
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ſelves qualified to Diſcourſe upon this Subject. Hence 
it chmes to paſs that the Providence of God in the Go- 
vernment of the World, and the Reigns of Princes 
over their Subjects, are equally traduced by every vul- 
gar Tongue; and the weightieſt Affairs both in Church 
and State are expoſed to the cenſure of the Senſeleſs, 
Impertinent and buſy Multitude. 3 

d true this Obſervation is, our own Circumſtan- 
ces plainly declare. For what is now a Days the com- 
mon Subject o Diſcourſe? Is ĩt not about the Courſe 
and Order of the World, the Diſpoſal of Crowns, and 
the Fate of Kingdoms? Is not the Supream Admini- 
ſtration, the Publick management of Affairs brought 
to the Rar of every private judgment? Don't the 
meaneſt of the People ſet up for publick Reformers, 
turn-Quacks. and Empericks in Government and. Polity, 
and preſcribe Remedies for their own imaginary Diſtem- 
pers of the State? What juſtifying and applauding of 
paſt TranſaRions ?* What reproaching, libelling and 
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et\ning of che Preſent? 80 chat if our own Senſes 
did Wind Aksel gon, OL eee bY 
the noiſe and number of our Complainants, that the 
World was never fo much diſordered, noh therünbes ſo 
Corrupt and Degenerate as now. TEE 
Now it's the Deſign of our wiſe Author in the Text, 
to ence: all ſuch unreaſonable. Clamours,*to;rema! 
choſe! Complaints wich are made agaigſt the cave 
and. ortter of the World, and to pur a ſtop to thoſę hit: 
ter Invectives which diſaffected Perſons have [always 
raiſeib agaiuſt the Happigeſs of the Times, "He chat 
ges the Condutt of ſuch Perſons: with downright Folly, 
andi netwithſtanding the ſpecious Pretences Wich the) 
commonly malte, not only to Reafon, but Religion it 
ſelß to juſtify their Actions; yet 2 
29134 condemus 


at the Aſcxef held at Stafford. 7 
condemns this Practice as ſinful and Fooliſh; Fbr, ſays 
he, Say pot thou what is the cauſe that the former Days, 
were-better than theſe, for thou doſt not enquire, wiſely con- 
terning this. By the former Days I ſuppoſe is meant the 
farmer State and Condition of the World; ſo that the 
full Import of the Words amounts to thus Much. bag 
Think not, nor imagine that the State af the World, 
was better formerly than it is now, and upon ſuch, a; 
conceit be not troubled, nor uneaſy at the preſent Order 
and Diſpoſition of Affairs; hut on the cantrary, be fo 
content with the Diſ penſatiohsof Providence, as not to 
diſturb either your ſelves or others by any axcdleſs En- 
quirks into the Government of the World:? mc” 
- My Deſigu then is to ſilence the Complaints which 
exraifodable Men are apt to make againſt the Courſe 
nn Order of the World ; and to ſhew, that the pre- 
ſeat Diſpoſition of Affairs is as favourable and propiti- 


woas, as it ever was in the Dbyeak, our Predlecellors,. In 
order to which, I ſhall - e eue wits: 
First, Enquire into che former State and-Conditiog: 
se the World, and by conſidering what it was in fete 
ener Times, ſhall endeavour to {hew, that it was not 
0 better then, than it is np 23 
Seconadly, I hal ſhew, that all Complaints about the 
Courſe and Order. of the World; argue great irteverente 
towards God, and occaſion no ——_ Miſchiels and Ia- 
onvenienges to Men- „ Sort 2 H on 26 K 
-Thirdly,” I ſball conſider be way of tion how 
fir ne are concern d in theſe Particulars,” and hat Con- 
duct becomes 4. under and preſent Circumſtances ob 
Affairs. DW who! 2: ien 5c vl 
"Firſt then, E ſhall enquire into the former. Stats: and 
Condition of the World. Now the World: may be 
Nen in its Natural or moral State. * the 
90810 atu - 


8 A Sermon Preachd 
Natural World, I underſtand the Works and Operations 
of Nature. By the Moral, the Lives and Converfati. | © 
ons of Men. Now if you enquire into theſe two 1 
States, and conſider either how Nature has aged, or. f 
how Men have lived from the beginning of the World, 
and compare them with the preſent Time, 1 queſtion If 0 
not but you'll perceive ſufficient Reaſon to acquieſce f 
and be content with the preſent State of Things. It 
" Firſt then, as ro the State of the Natural World. it 
Whoever enquires how Nature has acted from the be. I *" 
ginning of the World, will find ſhe has kept a conſtant 
and ſteady Courſe in all her Actions, and that ſhe ſel. 
dom or never has tranſgreſsd thoſe Laws which God 
has appointed her. So that at this diſtance of Time 
ſhe acts by the ſame Rules, and Works by the ſame 
Methods, that ſhe did at the firſt Formation of the 
World. In the Heavens above, we ſee the Sun per- 
forms his annual and wonted Courſe, making the ſuc- 
ceſſive Returns of Day and Night, Summer and Win. 
ter. And as the Snn prefides over the Day to give 
Light upon the Earth, ſo the Moon and the Stars go- 
vern the Night, and each moves within his reſpective 
Orb, with an immutable, unerring, and ever conſtanti 
Pace, So that what was ſaid of the Laws of the 
Medes and Perſians, may be ſaid of their Movemen 
And as the Heavens above obſerve a. regular and: 

conſtant Courſe; ſo Nature works according to he 
uſual and ſtated Meaſures in the Earth beneath. Whe 
ther we conſider the Vegetative or Senſitive, the. Aoi 
mate or Inanimate part of this inferior World, on 
| . ſee that all things, according to the Nature o 

each particular Species, have all along obſerved th: 
fame Method in their Production by the fame Mean 
BETTE a artain'( 
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attain'd to Perfection, and by the ſame Cauſes and Ac- 
cidents are ſubjected to a Diſſolution, So that what 
King Solomon long ſince obſerved, we experimetnally 
find to be true, that nothing 1s new under the Sun. 

Some indeed there are who imagine, that the Face 
of this Earth which we now lohabit, was once MUCt1 
more Beauteous and Perfect, than it is now ; and that 
it's preſent State is no more to be compared with what 
it was formerly, than a ruinous Houſe is to one newly 
ind commodiouſly Built. Such they ſay was it's 
State before the Deluge. They tell you Nature was 
then freſh and fair, in her full Beauty and Perfection: 
that there was no Change of Szaſons, but one conan 
Spring; no Extremities. of Heat an Cold, but rhe 
Heavens wer: always Temperate, and the Earth luxuri- 
oully Prolifick, The Poets in their Vritings deſcribe 
this State under the Character of the Golden Age. And 
: modern Autlior of great. Parts and Ingenuity hzs ta- 
ken a great deal of Pains to prove the firlt Earth as han- 
ver as Parailiſe ; and to this he imputes the Longevity 
0- of Mankind before the Deluge. But if we canſult che 

Hiſtory of Moſes, tne maſt ancient of Hil (torians, as 
well as the moſt Aucneniick, we {hail learn from him 
(different account of this Matter, He mentions a Pu- 
ndiſe, but he makes it conſiſt of a certain portion 
F Earth, which he calls the Garden of Eden, and de- 
tribes it's Sci ituation, where he favs, Adam was places 


7g a Paradiſiacal Earth, that he deſcribes it, either al- 
halt or alrogethec ſuch as, we kind it now. For hne tells! 


bites, ana t 
Bread. 


n his State of Dee. But he is ſo far from aſſert- 


s, that immediatly ypan the Fall of Adam, the Barth 
25 curle.), and th lag in {arrow he boald! eat of i at” 
te days of ! iy That it ſhould , bring forth I horns and, 

at in the ſweat * bis Face he ſhould eat his 


10 A ScR e Preach d 


Bread. As this Account ſeems wholly different ſrom a ; 

Paradiſiacal State, and is a Deſcription of the Earth, 
| as it was at the beginnnig of the World; ſo it agrees 
exactly with its State and Condition now, Beſides, if Þ 
the whole Earth had been a Paradiſe, I. don't ſee how 
the Expulſion of Adam out of the Garden of Eden, 
wou'd have been any Puniſhment of his Diſobedience. 
So that from the account of Moſes, and the reaſon of 
the Thing, it is more than probable, that this natural 
and external World was much the ſame at that Time, 
as now, 

As to the Lives of the Primitive Fathers, how the 
came to laſt ſo many hundred Years, is hard to reſolve, 
Some think thoſe Years not ſolar Years, ſuch as we 
make our Computations by ; being perſwaded thar 
fuch Houſes of Clay, as our Bodies are, cou'd never 
laſt eight or nine hundred Years, when thoſe we Build 
of the hardeſt Stone, will ſcarce endure half ſo long. 
Others more curious have imputed it, ſome to the Sim- 
Plicity and Sobriety of their Diet; ſome to an un- 
known Virtue in their Herbs and Plants; others to the 
natural Strength and Vigour of their Conſtitutions : 
Again, others to the Clemency and Serenity of the 
Heavens. How far one or more or all of theſe Cauſes 
conſpired to lengthen the Lives of theſe Primitive Mor- 
tals to ſuch a prodigious Extent, is uncertain ; and in- 
deed what their Years were, is likewiſe uncertain. $0 
that in the main, all is but Conjecture, nor has any 
certain Knowledge in this Matter hitherto been Attain'd. 
"The ſureſt way is to refolve it into the Will and Plea- 

ſure of our gfeat Creator, as the neceſſary Means to 
the more ſpeedy Peopling of the World. Thereſore 
not to purſue this Conſideration any further, I ſhall 
paaſs from the Natural to the Moral World: _ 15 
; | 8 my * lie V 3% 8 ende Ja or 4 
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Por the more diſtinct Underſtanding of which, we 

N will conſider it under theſe three different Periods, Firſt, 

We will conſider the Moral World, before the Giving 

of the Law. 2dly, As it was under the Law. 34h, 

As it is under the Goſpel, a 

Firſt then, let us fee what ſort of Life Men led be- 

| fore the Giving of the Law. In this State of the 

World, Men had no Rule to walk by, but the Light of 
Reaſon. The Religion of thoſe Times was only Na- 
tural. Divine Revelation was not then known in the 

World, but Men . Worſhip'd God according to thoſe 

Natural Notions they had of the Deity, and to certain 
. | tradirionary Rules which were deliver'd over from Fa - 
| ther to Son, and ſo deſcended from one Age to another, 
s chat the Light they had was but as a dim Lamp iu 
1 | compariſon of that Broad-day which now Shines in the 
World. You'll ſay then, the want of Divine Revela - 
tion and other Helps to Knowledge muſt in ſome Mea- 
. fureexcuſe the Wickedneſs of thoſe Days, and extenu- 
e ate the Demerit of their Offences. St. Paul therefore 
: ſpeaking of thoſe Times ſays, The Times of that Igno- 
je I nance God winkedat. That is, not ſo far as abſolutely to 
5 excuſe them, but to make ſome Allowance for their Fail - 
iogs. And it was well for them, that he did ſo. For to what 
a height of Wickedneſs was the World arriv'd in a ve» 
ry little Time? For as ſqon as God had finiſh'd the 
Creation, Sin entred into the World, and began to 
mulriply as faſt by the Malice of the Devil, as Man- 
kind did by the Benediction of God. Inſomuch as 
Moſes tepreſents God' ſrepenting at the Heart that 
* ever he made Man. For God ſaw that the wicked- 
*- neſs of Man was great, and that every Imagination 
of the thoughts of his Heart was evil continually. 
zor And again, God looked upon the Earth, and behold 
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it was corrupt, for all fleſn had corrupted his way 
upon the Earth. The World at that time was fo 
a bominably Wicked, that excepting four Perſons, Abel, 
Seth, Enos and Enoch, we read not of one good Man 
from Adam to Noah, which contains the ſpace of ſixteen 
hundred years and upwards,. In Noab's time there was 
not one good Man inthe World but hbimſelt ; he only 
was righteous, and all Mankind in general beſides him, 
were grown inſufferably Wicked. Thus ye fee what 
ehe State of the moral World was before the Giving of 
the Law, | 

Let us in the next place enquire what it was, when 
the Law was Given, after the Earth was. replanted, L 
and it pieafed God to ſelect a peculiar People to himſelf. I Sc 
The World having now received a new Acceſſion of I to 
Light, and obtain'd a further degree of Knowledge, 
became thereby conſiderably mended, and Vice had not I at 
fuch an uaiverſal Approbation as before. Virtue found Il c 
idme few Advocates, there were a few that durit be I P 
Good 1n. that wicked and usgodly World. But the 
number of good len was ſtill fo ſmall, that there was I a 
atmoſt an infiaite Diſproportion between the good and I V 
bad. For not to take notice of the Gentile World, 1 
which was as vicious as beſorc, being given up toabo- t 
minable Idolatry, and all manner of Senſuality. How 


intolerahly wicked were the very. Jews themſelves! Il « 


Norwithſtanding they were honour'd with the. Word t 
of God, tho” they had the Divine. Preſence conſtantiy 
reſiding with them, and tho? Miracles and Wonders 
were converſant amongſt them. The Pſalmiſt there- 
fore cries out, Help me, Lord, for there is not one goal) 
Man left, the faithful are miniſbed from among the Chit- 
dren of Men. And again, All the Earth is full of Dark- 
neſt aud cruel Habitations. This is the Character, rar 
| „„ uc 
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ſuch the Deſcription which the Holy Pſalmiſt gives of 
Nhe World in his Days. 
Let us now in the laſt Place deſcend to conſider it 
a fince Life and Immortality are brought to Light by the Goſ- 
en WW pel. The World is now in its lat State, and therefore 
as ¶ ought to be in its greateſt Perfection. Indeed theſe are 
ly W the beſt Times in one reſpeft the World ever ſaw. 
n, Þ Never was there ſuch an Inſtitution as the Chriſtian, 
ar never ſo many Encouragements to Virtue before. 
of Truth is now in its Meridian Splendour, now there is a 
Light ſhining, which enlightens every Mau that cometh 
en ¶ into the World, And O! that Men would walk by this 
d, Light, which wou'd guide their Feet into the way of Peace. 
It, Some I truſt there are who doit, and I pray God add 
of I to their Number. I have the Charity to believe, nay 
e, L hope with confidence T may ſpeak it, that there are 
ot ¶ and have been more good Men under the Chriſtian Oc- 
ad conomy, than were under either of the above-mention'd 
be Periods. Chriſtianity has had that happy Influence upon 
he Na great many Mea, to make them renounce their Vices, 
2s and practice thoſe things that are Commendable and 
id Ml Virtuous. . I ſpeak not this to complement the preſent 
d, Times, to perſwade Men that they are Virtuous, when 
o- they are not. That be far from me. I remember the 
w IE Prophets Maledigt ion, o be to them that call evil good, 
s' Nana good evil.” There are, and always have been, top 
d too many Vices. Sin and Iniquity has always bad the 
| upper-hand, as well ſince the Publiſhing of the Gof- 
pel as before. The Majority has all along been on the 
lide of Vice. Chariſtianity was no ſooner Planted, 
but it was Perſecuted, nay before it was Planted, even 
26 ſoon as it was Preachd. And when the fire of Per- 
ſecution ceas'd, and it began to thrive and flouriſh un- 
der the auſpicipus Influence of the firſt Chriſtian Em- 
; 8 1 peror 


peror Conſtantine the Great: How was it like to be 
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overwhelmed by the damnable Hereſy of Arias? And 
when that Danger was over, it had almoſt periſh'd a 
fecond time, by the breaking in of Popery and Mabu - 
metiſm. And how is it ſtill Perſecuted and Reproach-· 
ed by the ſcandalous and wicked Livers of its Profeſſors? 
We Chriſtians, even the very beſt amongſt us, walk 
unworthy of our holy Vocation; and much the greater 
Number of us are an utter Shame and Reproach to it 
in our Morals. Therefore what I have ſaid of the 
Chriſtian Morals, is not ſpoke with . Deſign to flatter 
Chriſtians, as if there were none that are bad amongſt 
them. But to ſhew that they are as good, nay, I hope 
better than they were in any preceding State or Petiod 
of the World. . 1 

Having thus far confider'd the former World, both 
in its natural and moral Capacity, and ſhewn, that in 
neither of theſe Senſes it was better than the Preſent. 
2. I proceed now to the next Particular, which is, 
to ſhew, that all Complaints againſt the Courſe and 
Order of the World, argue great irreverence towards 
God, and occaſion no leſs Miſchiefs and Inconveniences N 
ja Mete..c en e nds aol, alan aan e vac 
All Complaints neceſſarily ſuppoſe ſome. fault in the 0 
Thing or Perſon complain'd of; ſo that to complain of Ich 
the Governance of the World, is in effect to ſay, that M:; 
the Providence. of God is very faulty in the Govern We 
ment and Diſpoſal of werldly Events. Tis as much II. 
28 to ſay, that God is either Regardleſs or. Imprudent W 1, 
in the Government of the World; and. that things 
ler be better manag d than they are. What an in. 
olent Impiety it this, and what a daring Piece of Ar- 
rogance and Preſumption? This is to wrelt the Sceptre 
aus ef the Rage Goo, and by ad card AE 
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pf Sacriledge, to rob him of the moſt material Branch 

of Majeſty, the ſupream Direction of all Affairs. | 
Now, tho' the Care and Providence of God be of 

qual Extent to the Creation, and nothing is too ſmall 


and inconſiderable for his Cognizance and Direction; 


yet we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, he proportions his Care 
tothe Worth and Value of his Creatures; and that he 
1s chieſly concerned about thoſe things which relate to 


the Good and Happineſs of Mankind. We may there- 
ore conclude that Societies and Communities of Men 
are the principal ObjeAs of his Care and Governance; 
and that nothing leſs than his extraordinary Providence 
eQs the Revolutions of States and Kingdoms. For 
which reaſon, it muſt be the higheſt Affront we can put 
upon Him, to preſume to reform by our little Models, 
what he has done by his own immediate Care and Wiſ- 
dom. God has a ſpecial Hand in the regulating and 
eſtabliſhing the communities of Men, and more parti- 
cularly (till in the deſignation and appointment of his 
own Viccgerents; becauſe his own Honour, as well as 
his Peoples Happines, does viſibly depend upon it. 
(True it is, God does not always make choice of a 
Wiſe and Religious Prince to ſit on the Throne. Some- 
times the Miniſters of God, inſtead of promoting his 
Glory, or their Subjects Good, are Inſtruments of Miſ- 
hel, and Encouragers of Evil-doers. But ſuch Prin- 
ces as theſe are to be eſteem'd as Scourges in the Hands 
of God, to correct a ſinful and rebellious People; and 
I cannot but think, as they are Inſtruments of Divine 
Juſtice, that they are choſen by him fot that very Pur- 
poſe, Bot then when they have executed the end of 
their Miſſion, and accompliſh'd the Divine Will, theſe 
Fire brands themſelves are thrown into the Fire, Thag 
5, God either removes them by Death, or finds I; iS 
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miſſion of God, yet they have not his Approbation. 
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ſome other way, as his Wisdom fees moſt proper, to 
reſcue his People from their Tyranny and Oppreſſion 
Kor as the end of Government is the good of Mankind, WW 
as St. Paul excellently obſerves, when he ſays, ſpeał. 
ing of Kings, that they are the Miniſters of God to thei 
for good. Sol think that God is too good a Being, un. 
jeſs ir be in Judgment to a ſinſul People, to ſuffer the 
Happineſs of his Creatures to be raviſh'd feom them 
A wicked Prince, who Solomon ſays, is“ as a roarin 

« Lyon, and a ranging Bear“, is no proper Emblem of 
a Merciful and Good God. And again, when he ſays, 
* By me Kings Reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, 
howe'te this Text has been glols'd and perverted, he 
means no more, but that Kings and Princes are appoint- 
ed for the maintenance of Relizion and Virtue. to exe. 
cute Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, and that Wisdom 
ſhould direct them in theſe weighty Affairs. It wov'! 
require too much time to ſhew you how God has dealt 
with wicked Princes and Magiſtrates in the ſeveral Sta- 
ges and Periods of the World. The Scriptures wil 
tell you what he has done in the time of Old, And 
Hiſtory will Inform you what he has done fince. Lan. 
clantius de mortibas Perſecutorum ſhews us, that there 
as not one of thoſe Emperors, who perſecuted the 
Primitive Church, that did not not dye ſame Painful 
or Ignominious Death, And if Hiſtory were conſult- 
ed, it wou'd afford Inſtances enough of God's Diſplea- 
ſure againſt the Enemies of his Church and People. By 
which it appears, that tho? ſuch Princes act by the Per- 
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But pardon me that i inſi:t fo much upon wicked Prin- 
ces, when we have ſo good a One of our own, ® | 
Jo proceed then. As all Complaints againſt the ge- 
neral Courſe and Order of the World are' Sinful, IA c 
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© cauſe they reflect upon the Providence of God; fo 
ſuch as are made againſt ſome particular Parts of it, 
ſuch as Kings and Government, are much more ſo, 
ab. becauſe theſe aze more immediately under the Care 
' and Guidance of Heaven, than others are. We muſt 
not therefore reflect upon the Conduct and Behaviour 
of our Superiours, ſuch as are entruſted with tlie 
chief Management of State Affairs, and the Concerns 
of the Realm; and eſpecially, not upon the Perſon of 
the King. God has approximated Princes and Magi- 
ſtrates to himſelf ; he has made them in ſome Senſe his 
Aſſociates, and Co-partners of his Power and Autho- 
rity. Inthe Scriptures we find they are called by the 
ſame Name, and ſaid to be of their Lineage and De- 
ſcent. I ſain ye are Gods, and ye are all the Children of 
the moſt High; ſays David ſpeaking of the Magiſtracy. 
And the more effeQually to ſecure and maintain their 
Authority, God has given a particular Command, re- 
quiring us to Honour and Revere them. For as the 
firſt Command of the firſt Table of the Decalogue, 
yenjoyns our Acknowledgment of one God; fo the 
firſt of the Second commands us to Honour his De- 
puties and Vice-gerents ; which implies, not only the 
King himſelf, tho? him Principally, but all thoſe who 
are Inveſted in any Poſt of Honour and Authority un- 
der him. Now this Honour and Reſpect conſiſts 
not only in -a Forbearance of all opprobrious and 
reproachful Language, all unbecoming and dif-re- 
ſpectful ARions,, all unreaſonable and groundleſs 
Complaints; this is but the negative Part of that 
Duty which we owe them. It requires further, 
that we ſhou'd both think and ſpeak well of them; 
e- that we ſhou'd acquieſce in their Conduct and Go- 
e. 'vecament, obſerve their 8 and finally, Pray. 
MAES x hy. e 
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popular Diſcontent, I mean, that of a very great, 
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for their Perſons. St. Paul therefore exhorts, © The 
* Supplications, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, Wt! 


© be made for Kings, and for alt that are in Au. Iſta 


„ thority, that under them we may lead a quiet 
and a peaceable Lite in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
Lou ſee here, the Apoſtle makes our dutiful Beha. 
viour to our Governours, neceſſary to our Peace and 
Quietneſs in this World ; that under them we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life. Which brings me 
to conſider, that all Complaints againſt the Courſe 
of the World, as managed by. our Superiours, are 
the occaſion of great Miſchiefs and Inconveniences 
to Men. There is nothing ſo offenſive to publick 
or private Peace, as a popular Difcontent. By a 


if not the major Part of the People. Now, this 
Diſcontent is for the moſt part occaſion'd by Com- 
plaints and Invectives, both by Words and in Wri- 
tings, againſt the ſupream Governours - of Publick 
Affairs; and ſeldom fails to produce very pernici- 
ous and terrible Effects. For hereby firſt of all the 
publick Peace is violated and broken. By the pu- 
blick Peace, I mean, both the Peace of the Church, 
and that of the State, Secondly, the private Peace 
1s moleſted and diſturb'd; by which I meao, either 
Peace between one Family and another, or between 
Perſons of one and the ſame Family, or between 
Man and Man. And when Peace, which is the W 
Fleaſure and Beauty of Society, is thus torn aſun- 
der, and broken Piece-meal. Nothing can hinder, 
but that Cenſoriouſneſs and Uncharity, all forts ot 
Variances, Strifes, Envyings, Faction and Diforder, 
will be the Conſequences of fuch a fatal Diſcord. 
Which brings me to conſider in the third and laſt Place, 
by way of Application. 3. How 
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uz. How We are concern'd in theſe Particulars, and 
Nhat Conduct becomes Us under the preſent Circum- 
1- Mtances of Affairs. 

ak And alas! with concern I ſpeak it, as ſome of us 
y. Wave too much indulg*d to Complaints of this Nature, 
a- {Wo we too lamentably ſee the diſmal Effects of them. 
1d We have already ſeen a deſperate and wicked Re- 
ay Pellion raiſed in the Land, to dethrone his Majeſty, 
ne Nextirpate his Royal Family, and ſubvert our excel. 
rf {cot Conſtitution; and tho? it be happily blown 


over (by the Bleſſing of God) upon the Care of 
his Majeſty, the Zeal and Wisdom of his Parlia- 
ment and Miniſtry, and the hearty Endeavours of 
his faithful SubjeRs ; yet the Seeds of it {till remain: 
| mean the Murmurings and Complaints fo frequent 
amongſt Us. And what theſe Seeds may again 
grow) to in time, unleſs prevented by ſpecial Care, 
s no hard Matter for any one to foretel, But I 
hope that fame Providence, which has hitherto ap- 
pear' d in our behalf, in defeating the wicked En- 
terprizes of our Enemies, will ſtill preſide over us 
or our Good, *till it has ſettled Us upon a ſolid 
Foundation of Tranquility and Peace. But in the 
mean time, whoever looks upon that Rancour and 
Malice that now reigns amongſt Us, will have but 
een mall hopes of ever ſeeing that Delightful Proſpect 
een he Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, that of Brethren dwelling to- 
ether in Unity. For our Differences are widened to 
at Degree, as not only to make Parties and Fa- 
Qions, to invade Cities and Corporations, but to in- 
eſt Families, and diſturb the neareſt Relations amongſt 
der, Men. How many Servants have on this Score been 
ord. Wt Defiance with their Maſters ? Children with their 
laceFWpuents? Nay, Wives with their Husbands? Such 
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an unhappy Influence have our Preſent Differences, 
that they diſſolve all Obligations, Sacred, Natural and 
Civil. Our Saviour foretold, that Offences muſt come; 
but withal he adds, Wo be to that Man by whom the Of 
fence cometh, And I wou'd to God, that thoſe Per. 
ſons who give occaſion ro our preſent Diſtractions, 
wou'd ſeriouſly conſider what a load of Guile they 
Contract by railing and fomenting ſuch unnatural 
Strifes and Contentions amongſt Us. Who they are 
that cauſe theſe Diſorders, is eaſy to reſolve. For 
they are arrived to that degree of Confidence, as 
openly to Defend and Juſtity them to the World, 
Nay, they canſccrate their Faction, Tumults and 
Rebellion, with the ſacred Name of Zeal and Affe 
ction to the eftabliſh'd Churck; and impudently De 
clare, that it is in Danger of being Subverted unde 
his Majeity's Adminiſtration ; tho? he has taken al 
poſſible Care to prevent, even the ſuſpicion of fucl 
a Deſign, in that he has done nothing that looks tha 
Way; but on the contrary, many things for ts Ad 
vantage and Security; and particulary has given h 
Royal Word and Oath ; [ings with Him, Sacred a 
Inviolable, to Protect and Defend it, Were any A 
tempt made againſt our Civil or Religious Libertie 
were the Courfe of Law or Juſtice in any Sen 
hinder'd or perverted ; then there might be ſome pr 
tence tor Clamour and Complaint; but ſince we ly 
' _ _ wnder mo fort of Oppreſſion, nor are likely ro e 
1 ſo; ſince we enjoy, not only a legal Succeſſion, b 
withal a legal Adminiſtration ; nothing is more unte 
£ ſonable and unjuſtifiable, than the Behaviour of the 
1 Perſons. They ſeem wholly to forget how Prot 
ſtantiſm uſed to flouriſh under Popiſh Protectic 
ang wou'd per{wadg the World, that Chun? 
| 8¹¹ 
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England cannot be ſafe, without having a Popiſh 
Prince to be its Head and Defender, 

Out of the vaſt Numbers that eſpouſe theſe Princi- 
ples, and encourage thete Diſorders; it is with the 
utmoſt regret I obſerve, that the very Clergy are not 
W. | wholly excepted. For is it not to be lamented, that 
ey any of that venerable and auguſt Body, who are Em- 
ral bailadors of the God of Peace, Miniſters of the 
ell Goſpel of Peace, and who lye under infinite Obli- 
or gations to promote Peace in the World! That any of 
theſe venerable Perſons ſhould look upon our publick 
DiſtraRions, either with Gallio's Indifference and Care 
for none of theſe things, or encourage them by their 
Approbation. What a ſurprizing thing is it to ſee Fa- 
ction and Rebellion, which are contrary to that Goſ- 
pel they are commanded to Preach, and to the Do- 
Ctrine of that Church in Particular, of which they are 
Miniſters; to be either paſs'd over in Silence, as a 
thing indiflerent, or to be publickly Avowed and Abet- 
ted by them. But let the Authors of our DiſtraQtions 
remember, that the Blood which is ſhed in theſe unna- 
tural Quarrels, will be required at their Hands, Well 
may the Church lye bleeding, when wounded, not 
by profeſt Enemies, but like Agrippina under the hands 
of Nero, Butcher'd and Slaughter'd by her own Sons. 
This is the firſt Age ſhe ever produced a Son a Martyr 
sor Rehellion, aud I pray God he may he the laſt. 

This Conſideration gives us but ſmall Hopes of ſee- 
ing our Breaches wholly heal'd. And yet there is ano- 
cher which gives us leſs, which is the Univerſities, 
Fthoſe publick Foyntains of Learning and Education, 
where the Hopeful and Polite Youth of the Age repair 

for Principles and Manners; if theſe Fountains ſhou'd 

end forth the Waters of Strife and Debate, and ſeem 
M- to 


to forget in the beſt of Reigns, that Loyalty which 
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they have profeſt in the worſl, the proſpect of Peace 
wou'd then be removed, not only from our own Eyes, 
but in humane Probability, from preceding Generations. 
As the firſt Conſideration countenances and encoura- 
ges our Diſorders, ſo this tends to perpetuate and entail 
them on Poſterity. | 
But we truſt, that God, in his due Time, will con. 
vert the Hearts of the Obdurate, and open the Eyes 
of the Blind, that they may underſtand and follow the 
things which belong to their Peace, before they be hid from 
their Eyes. In the mean time our Peace and Security 
depends upon the Juſt and Impartial Execution of the 
Laws, which are as a Fence and Boundaries to the 
Peace of the Kingdom, to preſerve it from theſe Sons 
ot Violence, who elſe like a Deluge would break in 
upon it, and overwhelm it with Ruin and Confuſion, = 
You my Lords then, who fit upon the Bench of 
Judicature. The Fate of theſe Kingdoms is in your 
Hands. His Majeſty's Perſon and Government, the 
Peace and Eſtabliſhment of theſe Realms, our Li- 
Liberties and Properties are in effect at your Diſpoſal, 
According as you adminiſter Juſtice, in the Puniſhment 
of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well, 
ſo theſe things are like to ſtand or fail. But *ris our 
Comfort, his Majeſty's Comfort, a Comfort to the 
whole Realm, that your Lordſhips are Judges, not on- 
ly of the Laws, but of Honour, Equity, Juſtice and 
Impartiality. That you have a Zeal and Affection for 
his Majeſty, and the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; and that 
ou wont fuffer it to be over-tyrn'd by a Seditious, Re- 
llious, and Popiſh Faction. | 
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In this auſpicious Confidence we reſt contented, 
and inſtead of repining, we bleſs God for the pre- 
ſeat Circumſtances ot Affairs. Our Condition 
might be better, provided we could live in Peace 
and Unity, in Love and Charity with one ano- 
ther; but we have great reaſon to praiſe God it is 
no worſe. We might have been given up into 
Popiſh Hands, and Arbitrary Power; and inſtead 
of ſitting under our Vines and under our Fig-trees, 
we might have been Jabouring in the Brick-kilnes, 
without Liberty, without Property. This wou'd 
| . certainly have been the eſſect of the late Rebel- 
lious Attempt, if it had prov'd Sacceſsful : And 
then what a high Feaſt would have been in Gath ? 
What a Day ot Jubilee in the Romiſh Askelon ? Let 
Us then ſhew as much Joy for Our Deliverance, 
as they wou'd certainly have done for Our Deſtru- 

tion. And to prevent any ſuch Danger for the 
future, let Us feriouſly reſolve to reform Our Lives, 
and follow that which is Good. Whence comes wars 
and fightings amongſt you, come they not hence, even of 
1 your Luſts? Our Sins are the cauſe of all our Troubles; 
Ne therefore we ſbould cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
1 Fleſh and Spirit, and purge out the old leaven of Am- 
' Þ bition and Envy, Malice and Revenge; and then wo 
be need not doubt, hut that God, who has hitherto deli- 
Far vered this Church and Nation, will deliver them till. 
we Nay, his former. Deliverances will be but as ſo much 
for earneſt of future Bleſſings, till he has ſettled Us upon 
v a Rock, an immutable baſis of Peace and Proſperity. 
In a word, let Us endeavour to fear God, and ſerve 
Him, and then we need not doubt hut the Lord of 
Hoſts will be with us, and that he God of Jacob will bp 
eur Refuge. Now to God, &. "> 


FINIS. 


Sold by Marrugw Unwin in Bir. 
mingbam. n 


"AL. LL forts of Bibles and Common- Prayers, gilt 
plain; all ſorts of School-Books, Telta- 
ments, 1 Pſalters, Spelling Books, Primmers, 
— : Hotn-Books, Paper, and Paper-Books for Shop or 
| Pocket; Pens, Ink, Wax, Wafers and Slates. Londes 
| Anl. Powder, Golden and Plain Spirits of Scurvy-graſs, 
| Storghton's Elixir; all forts of Muſical Inſtruments, 
and Fiddle-ſtrings, at reaſonable Rates. | 


